'We seem to be fighting the federal government,' two‐year college chancellor says (video)
What gives Mark Heinrich, chancellor of Alabama's two‐year college system, heartburn?
He listed a few of the items that give him heartburn as he looks toward the future this week while
addressing the Alabama Community College Association. Among the state's shrinking workforce and its
tendency to produce graduates who lack certain soft skills, Heinrich said this week the federal
government's tendency to reward those who don't pursue a career also gives him heartburn.
"We seem to be fighting the federal government when an individual can make more money staying at
home, watching Days of Your Lives (sic.) rather than getting involved in a training program," he said.
With 6 million young folks between the ages of 16‐24 not in school or working, it is obvious that many
are using programs meant to help the needy to support their unproductive lifestyle. Folks can have
whatever lifestyle they want…as long as someone else is not required to pay for it. This is the very
essence of principles of personal responsibility. Our job is to convey these principles to our students in
order to empower them with the belief and understanding that their success is directly related to their
efforts, knowing that these efforts may need to be much more for those who have not had the privilege
of practicing this behavior earlier in life. What we cannot allow is a victim or entitlement mentality
(opposite of personal responsibility) that gives them an excuse not to accept responsibility for their
actions/choices. Our focus for this next term will be training faculty on how to effectively teach these
‘life skills’ (personal responsibility & critical thinking) with their content, something that is also being
addressed nationally.
See video of Heinrich's address below: …
http://blog.al.com/wire/2013/11/we_seem_to_be_fighting_the_fed.html

STARS: An Alabama higher education success story is in peril (Opinion from John Schmidt and Mark
Heinrich)
Nearly 20 years ago, a team of Alabama legislators, university officials and two‐year college leaders
collaborated to form a star in the academic arena. This program, called STARS for Statewide Transfer
and Articulation Reporting System, is largely taken for granted, despite having saved Alabama college
students nearly $1 billion. Today, it is under‐funded and in peril of collapsing.
If STARS fails, students in Alabama will no longer be assured they will receive credit for classes they take
prior to transferring, or they may have to duplicate unneeded classes, despite considerable expense. To
remain healthy, STARS requires an infusion of legislative financial support and a renewed spirit of
commitment by the team who created a program that has become a model for other states.
Before STARS, two‐year college students in Alabama who wanted a university degree navigated in a
virtual minefield of costly duplication and academic inefficiency. For example, standard English, math
and biology courses taught at the two‐year level were not accepted by most universities, resulting in
students having to pay for costly credit hours to retake courses. If we suffer a repeat of this due to the
collapse of STARS, the cost to Alabama college students will be steep. …
http://www.al.com/opinion/index.ssf/2013/11/stars_an_alabama_higher_educat.html
Related article: An Ala. higher ed success story in danger

http://www.ccdaily.com/Pages/Funding/An‐Alabama‐higher‐ed‐success‐story‐in‐danger.aspx
State superintendent proclaims poverty the biggest challenge to public education (video)
Alabama's public schools served 95 million lunches last year, and 60 percent of them were free due to
the child's low‐income status.
That's the statistic State Superintendent Tommy Bice called upon this week to demonstrate why he was
proclaiming poverty the biggest obstacle to public education. It is important to remember that $$
does not make one more educated, but the presence of responsible parents (just ask Dr. Ben Carson)
who value the dignity of work and the value of education have the largest impact on children’s
educational success.
"Poverty without exception is our biggest challenge, because children who come to school without
having any sort of experience with reading, with letters or books or numbers are already behind when
they enter kindergarten," he said.
The remark, seen in the video below, came Tuesday in an address to the Alabama Community College
Association. …
http://blog.al.com/wire/2013/11/state_superintendent_proclaims.html

Do football championships boost academic quality? See what Auburn officials have to say (chart)
Think a winning football team doesn't matter to collegiate academics?
Officials at Auburn University say they have detected a correlation between winning football seasons
and the number of applications they get the following fall.
For example, in the fall of 2011, the year after Auburn's meteoric rise to snatch the national title after an
8‐5 season the year before, applications to Auburn jumped 16 percent, according to data maintained by
the Alabama Commission on Higher Education. "We attributed some of that increase to the tremendous
nationwide publicity as well as increased recruitment efforts both on and off campus," said Cindy
Singley, director of university recruitment. …
http://blog.al.com/wire/2013/11/do_football_championships_equa.html

Alabama education employees could face higher premiums, co‐pays to close $220 million insurance
shortfall
Alabama’s health insurance program for public education employees faces a $220 million shortfall for
the fiscal year that starts Oct. 1, 2014, officials said Monday. Employees could face higher premiums and
co‐pays in some cases because the Legislature is not expected to be able to fully close the gap.
Funding that has been essentially flat for seven years and mandates of the Affordable Care Act are
factors in the shortfall, officials told the Public Education Employees’ Health Insurance Board of Control.
Rising medical costs and prescription drug costs are also factors, as well as an increase in the number of
retirees and dependents covered under the plan relative to the number of active employees.

Retirement Systems of Alabama officials presented the board ideas for changes to PEEHIP that could
help reduce the deficit, but did not ask the board to take action on most of the ideas. …
http://blog.al.com/wire/2013/12/alabama_education_employees_co.html

Demand for health care training continues to grow
As health care providers, patients and employers adjust to national health care law changes, which
promise to extend medical coverage to 30 million previously uninsured Americans, community colleges
are gearing up to keep pace with rising economic and societal demands for medical and allied health
professionals.
Even before the U.S. Supreme Court ruling on the Affordable (really??) Care Act, the health care industry
accounted for nearly 19 percent of all spending in the nation’s economy, and 13 percent of all jobs.
Nurses, doctors and allied and support staff account for two‐thirds of workers in this sector—and
community colleges train more than half of the entire health care workforce.
By 2020, there will be 1.2 million job openings for registered nurses (RNs), including 470,000 openings
for RNs with associate degrees. There will be 370,000 job openings for licensed practical nurses (LPNs)
and licensed vocational nurses (LVNs)—134,000 of which will be for LPNs and LVNs with associate
degrees. Other categories include dental hygienists (105,000 projected jobs, including 51,000 for those
with associate degrees), emergency medical technicians and paramedics (121,000 projected jobs,
including 32,000 for those with associate degrees), and pharmacy technicians (166,000 projected jobs,
including 34,000 for those with associate degrees). …
http://www.ccdaily.com/Pages/Workforce‐Development/Demand‐for‐health‐care‐training‐continues‐
to‐grow.aspx

Asian nations dominate international assessment
Teens from Asian nations dominated a global exam given to 15‐year‐olds, while U.S. students showed
little improvement and failed to reach the top 20 in math, science or reading, according to test results
released Tuesday. American students scored below the international average in math and about average
in science and reading.
The top average scores in each subject came from Shanghai, China's largest city with more than 20
million people. Singapore, South Korea, Japan and Hong Kong were among the participants with
students scoring at the top on average in each subject. Vietnam, which had its students participate for
the first time, had a higher average score in math and science than the United States. This just proves
that poverty itself is not responsible for the dismal performance in the U.S. After all, most of these
countries have folks much poorer than those in the U.S. What they are not ‘poor’ in are character,
integrity, work ethic, and a focus on the value of education. The root of the problem is with
irresponsible parenting and reproductive habits. Unfortunately for the U.S., much of this behavior is
becoming culturally acceptable. As a community college it is our job to compensate for that which
parents, K‐12, society, and their culture have not done….as well as what the 4‐yr universities are not
willing to do (accept our level of students). This is a very difficult job, but….it is ‘what we do!’

U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan called the results a "picture of educational stagnation." "We must
invest in early education, raise academic standards, make college affordable, and do more to recruit and
retain top‐notch educators," Duncan said. …
http://www.ccdaily.com/Pages/Campus‐Issues/Asian‐nations‐dominate‐international‐assessment.aspx

Save Over 60% In College Costs in High School
Attention, parents of teens ‐you could be saving over 60% in college cost while your student is still in
high school (and yes, like Geico insurance, you have to initiate it). We’ve looked into and this is what we
found: Parents (& their teens) can save an average of $5,000‐ $24,000 each year their high school
student participates in a grade acceleration program. An agreement made between the Alabama
Department of Education and several colleges allows high school students to earn college credit through
programs like dual enrollment, online classes, early college, or accelerated high school.
Intro undergrad courses like English 101, Science, and History are offered to high schoolers as a way to
jumpstart to their college career, with the potential to earn up to 30 credits through many programs. …
http://www.al.com/living/index.ssf/2013/12/save_over_60_in_college_costs.html

